Top 10 Things Everyone Can Do To

Help Bees & Butierilies g
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. Bees and butterflies play an essential part in pollinating food crops " bt AT L K
N 'j— , fike fruits and vegetables. Eighty percent of insect pollinators are
Bak| honey bees.' Populations of bees are being threatened by issues
i such as colony collapse disorder, pesticides, mites, disease
and climate change. What can American gardeners do to help
these wonderful creatures thrive??

Water, weed

and fertilize soll
appropriately lo create

a healthy garden that
minimizes pests and diseases,

Use beautitul native plants such as e,

and Butterfly Milkweed for at least el
75 percent of your garden.
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BEE friendly o bees! Honey bees ana
a defense mechanism. Provide clean water for insects in shallow
) bowwls, birdbaths and ponds, or let fresh
2 - 5 . water drifp over stones,
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@ Plant trees,
shrubs and flowering Cut and use garden flowers for
plants to increase food bouquets to encourage re-blooming
and shelter for bees and prolong the foraging window
anid batterflies. for pallinators.
Chouse perennials with simple,
single ratber than dowble Help convert small parcels of land
flonzers to wake wectar and 10 into community gardens and
pollen more accessible to ®  green spaces to create closely
bees anid butterflies. linked areas for bees g
and butterflies
to visit.
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Creale & seasonal butfet for pallinators

by planting perennial and annual flowers
with & mix of colors, shapes and scents in
contsners, window baxes and plant beds.
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